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South Carolina is blessed with a diverse and profound
African American herltage that is reflected in the people
and places that give this heritage meaning — from

the plantation fields to the Gullah culture, from slaves
to statesmen, from sharecropper housing to middle-
class Victorian homes. This legacy includes religious
and educational institutions, commercial buildings,
residences, archaeological sites, and cultural traditions.
These places and cultural expressions remind us of the
courage, endurance, and achievements of those who
came before us. They help make South Carolina the
place we call “home.”

Unfortunately, many of
these resources are

at risk. Many valuable
African American
historic resources have
disappeared from the

{ landscape, others

are on the verge of
being lost, and still

| more have yet to be
identified. In the 1970s
some visionary people
began the arduous
task of seeing that
these significant contributions were remembered and
preserved for future generations.

First African Baptist Church ¢ 1861
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The movement toward recognizing the importance of
preserving this cultural richness led to the passage of

a joint resolution by the General Assembly in 1993 that
established the South Carolina African American Heritage
Council and to its establishment as a commission by
executive order of Governor lim Hodges in 2001.

The mission of the South Carolina African American
Heritage Commission is to identify and promote the
preservation of historic sites, structures, buildings,
and culture of the African American experience and to
assist and enhance the efforts of the South Carolina
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Department of
Archives and History
(SCDAH). The
15-member
foundation includes
representatives from
all regions of the
state.
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The Foundation has been working for more than a

decade to fulfill its mission. It does this by

# Providing advice and technical information — in
partnership with the Department of Archives &
History — to individuals and groups who want to
preserve historic places;

# Encouraging and supporting the listing of African
American historic sites in the National Register of
Historic Places and the placement of South Carolina
Historical Markers to recognize and interpret places
important in African American history;

# (ollaborating with SCDAH in publishing annual updates
of South Carolina’s African American Historic Places;

# Promoting the infusion of African American history
into the curriculum of public schools through a
partnership with the Avery Research Center for
African American History & Culture and the South

0 (Carolina

Department of

Education;

+ Providing
a forum
for people
interested in
preserving
African
American
heritage to
learn what
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is happening statewide, to share success stories,
and to receive technical information at meetings
and workshops; and

# Collaborating with other organizations and
agencies to encourage the preservation of
South Carolina’s African American history and
culture.

Special Project

Rosenwald Schools

The Foundation is working to identify, record, and
encourage the preservation of South Carolina’s
Rosenwald Schools. The Rosenwald Fund heIped
provide -
for nearly
500 schoo
buildings
for African
American
children
in South
Carolina
between
1914 and 1932. At a time when state support for
educating African American children was woefully
inadequate, Rosenwald Schools played a critical role
in educating these children.

Call 803.896.8121 or visit www.state.sc.us/scdah/
afamer/hprosenwald.htm for more information or to
contribute to the progress of this project.

Howard lﬁnior High ¢ 1925 ¢ Near Prosperity

Accomplishments

#1In 2007, the Commission launched Call &
Reponse, an online newsletter highlighting
news about and people involved with African
American historic preservation in the state.

# Since 2007, the Commission has held an annual
meeting and awards presentation each year in
January.

# Since 2006, the Commission has presented
Preserving Our Places in History Awards. The



awards are intended to recognize the efforts
being made by a number of individuals and
organizations to preserve the legacy of the
African American presence in South Carolina
and also to encourage others in these efforts.
& Since 1999, the African American Heritage
Commission has helped reduce the number of
counties having no recognized African American
historic resources from fourteen counties to
two in 2007.
L #[n 2005, the Commission
successfully lobbied the South
Carolina General Assembly for
$25,000 in funding to support
a8 the work of the Commission.
#Over the years the Commission
has hosted workshops and
seminars on African American
preservation issues. In 2007,
the Commission hosted two
regional workshops in Florence
“Ran dolph Ceetery and Hartsville, and partnered
1871 # Columbia  With Archives and History to host
a statewide conference on African American churches
titled “In Our Trust: Preserving the African American
Church in South Carolina.” The Commission also hosted
its first annual meeting in 2007.
¢ 1In 1994, the Commission (then known as the
African American Heritage Council) received a
preservation award from the National Park
Service Southeast Regional Office for the
Council’s efforts to preserve the state’s African
American buildings and sites.

South Carolina African American
Heritage Foundation

The South Carolina African American Heritage
Foundation supports the efforts of the South
Carolina African American Heritage Commission to
assist the Department of Archives and History in the
preservation of African American history and culture
in South Carolina.

Membership
There are two ways to support and join in the work
of the Commission.

Associate Members

Anyone can become a non-voting associate member

of the South Carolina African American Heritage

Commission. Associate members receive:

# Invitations to all Commission meetings

# A copy of African American Historic Places in
South Carolina

# A subscription to Call & Response, the Commission’s
quarterly newsletter

# A subscription to News and Notes, a monthly online
newsletter from the Historic Preservation Division

# Notification of special workshops and meetings

Foundation Membership

Join the South Carolina African American Heritage
Foundation to support the Foundation in its mission
of providing additional support to the Commission.
Foundation members receive all the benefits of
associate members and also receive discount
registrations for workshops and meetings.

Related Links

South Carolina African American Heritage Commission
www.state.sc.us/scdah/afamer/hpaahcommission.htm

This is the Commission’s official website and contains
current event and special project information.

South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation
www.scaaheritagefound.org

This is the Foundation’s official website.

South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office
www.state.sc.us/scdah/histrcpl.htm

Visit this website for information about tax incentives and grants,
rehabilitation dos and don'ts, archaeology, and much more.
Avery Research Center for African American History

and Culture at the College of Charleston
www.cofc.edu/avery/

The Center focuses on African American history and culture
of Charleston and the South Carolina Low Country.
Gullah/Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor
www.nps.gov/guge/index.htm

This is the official website of the Gullah/Geechee Cultural
Heritage Corridor.

Rosenwald Schools Initiative
www.rosenwaldschools.com/index.html

This site sponsored by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation will introduce you to the current national
movement to save these schools.

Penn Center

www.penncenter.com/

The mission of Penn Center is to promote and preserve
the history and culture of the Sea Islands.

South Carolina African American
Heritage Commission

Mr. Michael A. Allen

Mount Pleasant ® 843.883.3123 x36/843.881.5516 x12
michael_allen@nps.gov

Dr. Abel Bartley

Clemson & 864.656.5372 ¢ abartly@clemson.edu

Mrs. Felicia Flemming-McCall

Cheraw & 843.623.6528  felicia@flemmingfunerals.com
Ms. Jannie Harriot, Vice Chairperson

Hartsville ¢ 843.332.3589 # professionaljmh@aol.com
Mr. Bhakti Larry Hough

Hemingway ¢ 843.639.9696 # jazztoday@yahoo.com

Mr. Terry James, Treasurer

Florence ¢ 843.661.5679 & jamest955@bellsouth.net
Dr. Barbara Williams Jenkins

Manning ¢ 803.435.2406

Mr. Leon Love, Chairperson

Lexington ¢ 803.734.0109 & llove@sde.state.sc.us

Mr. Joseph McGill

Ladson ¢ 843.722.8552 ¢ joseph_mcgill@nthp.org

Ms. Brenda Lee Pryce

Spartanburg ¢ 864.585.4736 & brendaleebooks@bellsouth.net
Ms. Alada Shinault-Small

North Charleston ¢ 843.767.8992 ¢ maat25@aol.com
Mr. Bernie L. Wright

Orangeburg ¢ 803.534.0856 # bernielwright@aol.com

Ex-officio Board Members

Mr. Michael Bedenbaugh

Palmetto Trust for Historic Preservation
803.896.6234 ¢ oldhouse@palmettotrust.org

Dr. Bobby Donaldson, University of South Carolina
803.777.6282 & bdonaldson@sc.edu

Ms. Denise Riley, Office of the Governor
803.734.6419 & driley@oepp.sc.gov

Ms. Lisa Randle

Carolina Lowcountry & Atlantic World Program (CLAW)
College of Charleston ¢ 843.953.1923 & randlel@cofc.edu
Dr. Larry Watson, South Carolina State University
803.536.8682 & dwatso17@scsu.edu

Ms. Joy Young, Secretary

SC Arts Commission

803.734.8203 & jyoung@arts.sc.gov
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